
Council: 16 December 2008 
 
Motion (8.1): Cllr. Charlie O-Macauley 
 
Amendment: Cllr. Tom Davey 
 
Delete all after “Council” (line 1) and insert: 
 
…now believes the Fairtrade campaign is a laudable one, but whose practices 
are fundamentally flawed. 
 
Council understands that the Faitrade Cooperative encourages oversupply in 
the market, and unproductive practices, with little emphasis on mechanisation 
and diversification. 
 
Further Council believes that only 10% of the premium consumers pay for 
Fairtrade actually make it to the producer, and that small (often poor) growers 
who cannot or will not be part of the Fairtrade scheme see their profits suffer 
as a consequence. 
 
Council notes that, in order to become a “Fairtrade” Borough, taxpayers’ 
money needs to be diverted from frontline services. 
 
Council believes that, given the continued, chronic underfunding of this 
Council by the Labour Government, the authority has to prioritise its spending 
towards frontline services, particularly in light of the impending recession. 
 
Council calls on Cabinet to ensure LBB continues to supply a diversity of 
products in its premises, promoting choice for consumers and best value for 
the taxpayers of this Borough. 
 
Substantive Motion to read: 
 
A Fair Trade Borough 
Under Standing Order Part 4, Section 1, 31.5: if my item is not dealt with by 
the end of the meeting I ask that it be voted upon at the council meeting. 
 
Council now believes the Fairtrade campaign is a laudable one, but whose 
practices are fundamentally flawed. 
 
Council understands that the Faitrade Cooperative encourages oversupply in 
the market, and unproductive practices, with little emphasis on mechanisation 
and diversification. 
 
Further Council beleives that only 10% of the premium consumers pay for 
Fairtrade actually make it to the producer, and that small (often poor) growers 
who cannot or will not be part of the Fairtrade scheme see their profits suffer 
as a consequence. 
 
Council notes that, in order to become a “Fairtrade” Borough, taxpayers’ 
money needs to be diverted from frontline services. 
 
Council believes that, given the continued, chronic underfunding of this 
Council by the Labour Government, the authority has to prioritise its spending 
towards frontline services, particularly in light of the impending recession. 
 
Council calls on Cabinet to ensure LBB continues to supply a diversity of 
products in its premises, promoting choice for consumers and best value for 
the taxpayers of this Borough. 


